
Bower Hill Community Church, Presbyterian USA 
Order for Worship ~ 28 February 2021 ~ Second Sunday in Lent 

 
Preparation for Worship: 

“The most authentic thing about us is our capacity to create, to overcome, to endure, to transform,  
to love and to be greater than our suffering.”  

~Ben Okri, Nigerian novelist 
 

Prelude           Elevation in F    Alexandre Guilmant 
 
Litany for Lent: 

 Leader: Our ancestor Abraham trusted in the Lord, 
 People: and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 

Leader: Elijah traveled forty days in the wilderness to hear the voice of God in the silence. 
 People: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life!  
 Leader: Jonah cried out to the people of Nineveh: Repent, or in forty days you will perish. 
 People: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life!  
 Leader: Jesus fasted and prayed for forty days and was tested by the devil. 
 People: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life! 
 
Prayer of Adoration 

Mighty God, whose Child was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: Give us faith to perceive his 
glory, that we may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; through Jesus 
Christ our redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
 
*Hymn      The God of Abraham Praise  

1) The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; the ancient of eternal days, the God of love! 
The Lord, the great I Am, by earth and heaven confessed. We bow before your holy name, forever blessed. 
 
2) You spirit still flows free, high surging where it will; in prophets’ words you spoke of old, and you speak still. 
Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand, deep writ upon the human heart, on sea or land. 
 
3) You have eternal life implanted in the soul; your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll.   
We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name; the first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same! 
              
Call to Prayer    
“In the name of Christ, I urge you: be reconciled to God.” Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
                                                                                        

Gathering Prayer 

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have strayed 
from you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves as pure 
when we are stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and 
ignored your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  [Silent prayers] 

            
Words of Assurance          
“Listen, the time has come at last. Look, now is the day of salvation.” Friends, hear and believe the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ: In him we are forgiven. Amen.       
 
Lenten Response    Jesus, Remember Me     

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom; Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. (x3) 
 

Announcements 
 
Choral Anthem     A New Commandment    Richard Hubbard 
      

Prayer of Illumination  
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us by your Word and Spirit through theses forty days, and minister to us 
by your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and renewed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
First Scripture Reading   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16   



 
The Psalter: Psalm 22:23-31 

You who fear the Lord, praise God! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify God;  
stand in awe of God, all you offspring of Israel! 

For God did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 
God did not hide God’s face from me, but heard when I cried out. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear God. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek God shall praise the Lord.  
May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;  
and all the families of the nations shall worship before God. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, and God rules over the nations. 
To God, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before God shall bow all who go down to the dust,  
and I shall live for God. 

Posterity will serve God; future generations will be told about the Lord,  
and proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that God has done it. 

 
Second Scripture Reading     Mark 8:31-38   
 
Sermon    “Shouldering the Cross”                Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder   
 
*Response 592    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

 
*Closing Hymn     In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

1) In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
 All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
2) When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive and fears annoy,  
 Never shall the cross forsake me: Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 
3) When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 
 From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
4) Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 
 Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude   Holy God, We Praise Your Name   Paul Manz 
 
 
 
  

 


